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HEADLINES  

 
 

Homefield Preparatory School, Western Road, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 2TE 
Telephone: 020 8642 0965     Fax: 020 8661 8039 
e-mail:  administration@homefield.sutton.sch.uk 

Website: www.homefield.sutton.sch.uk 
Webshop: www.buy.at/homefield 

Spring Term 2011 – February (2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome visits to Homefield 
This week we had the pleasure of welcoming back the Sugiura 
family, from Japan, whose 3 boys attended Homefield 11 years 
ago. 
 
 

 
 

Mr Mowbray with Mr and Mrs Sugiura 
 
Genki, who was a talented sportsman, went on to St John’s 
School, before studying in America. He is now 26 and works in 
Tokyo. His brother Yui, 24, is now also working in Tokyo and 
their younger brother, Guy now, extraordinarily, 19! is at 
college in Japan. 
 

 

 
 
Among many other reasons for fond reminiscence of Genki’s 
time with us, was a stunning long-distance goal which he 
scored in the final of the Surrey Preparatory Schools’ Soccer 
Tournament at Charterhouse. Genki, conspicuously, was 
proudly sporting a pair of brand new, and freshly polished, 
boots. (An early validation of the Start Smart policy!)  
The family was in the United Kingdom for only a very short 
time and it was gratifying to realise that they had made it a 
priority to come and see us. 
It was lovely to see them and to show them round the school as 
there has been many changes in the last eleven years. We were 
also able to give Mr and Mrs Suguira an Old Boy’s tie for each 
of their sons. They were, of course, invited to attend our Old 
Boys and Former parents’ reunion on the 1st July, should they 
be in the country again. 
On Tuesday, the school was also pleased to host its Annual 
AGM. This gave us an opportunity to welcome back to the 
school such luminaries as my predecessor as Headmaster, 
Andrew Walters, and former Governors and loyal friends of the 
school, Geraldine Doyle and Ram Hosangady.  
The evening gave an opportunity for helpful discussion about 
such wide ranging issues as school uniform and mechanisms for 
optimising communication between home and school.  It was 
also salutary for Andrew and I to recognise that, between us, we 
were now jointly approaching a quarter of a century in harness 
before the Homefield mast!  Shiver me timbers! 
Last week was also, personally, signal for the performance of 
the L4th form boys at the Regional rugby tournament at Epsom 
College, on Sunday, when the boys impressively defeated teams 
from both St Thomas’ and Caldicott School to reach the quarter 
finals.   
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Teams from the Lower and Upper 4th forms were also in 
pleasing rugby action this week, whilst the 2nd XV can take 
particular pride from its midweek victory over Rokeby. 
On Tuesday, Homefield’s musicians acquitted themselves with 
their familiar distinction at the Epsom College Strings Day 
whilst, this evening, two chess teams take on Wilson’s School 
in the Briant Poulter League.  Homefield’s chess players will 
also be representing the school in the qualifying round of the 
English Primary Schools’ Association at Twickenham 
Preparatory School tomorrow. 
On Sunday, Homefield boys will be in competitive action at the 
Surrey Preparatory Schools’ Tournament at Epsom College. 
This week the boys in the 5th form heard wise words on traffic 
safety from a team from Transport for London.  Next week, we 
will be planning further action on the school frontage to ensure 
that the boys are kept safe going home! 
 
 
 
 
 
Safety on Public Transport 
Today, the 5th form were given the opportunity to be taught 
about general and personal safety when travelling on public 
transport on our own.  We were given a presentation by a 
member of the police and a representative from London 
Transport.  The presentation was interactive by encouraging us 
to join in with our suggestions as to how to behave on public 
transport. 
We learned that we should greet the driver when boarding a bus 
and give up our seat for an elderly person.  It is also important 
never to stand upstairs on a double decker bus as this is very 
dangerous if the driver has to suddenly brake or just turn the 
bus. 
We learned that when crossing a road other than at traffic lights, 
it is dangerous to cross in front of a bus as the oncoming 
vehicles will not see you. 
 

 
 

Safety on public transport 
 
We were told that if you are on a tube in a different carriage 
from your friend, not to move from one carriage to another.  
Wait for the tube to stop and leave the carriage through the 
main door and then join your friend. 

A valuable piece of advice was, if you drop something on the 
track, do not try and retrieve it as the track is electrified.  
Always go and get help from a member of staff. 
The presentation was incredibly helpful for all of us as it will 
assist us as we become older and travel more often on our own. 
Reporter: George Hopkins 5H 
 
Homefield Association 
Quiz Night – Friday 4th March -  7.30pm 
The 19th February deadline for ticket sales is fast approaching, 
so get those forms in for this fun-filled evening. Also included 
in the price is Mr Grace’s Famous Fish and Chip Supper (and 
cheese and biscuits). Just bring along any omega oils, nibbles or 
drinks you need to keep your brain agile! You don’t need to 
have organised a team to come; just submit your form and we 
will add you to a team. Please see the attached form for more 
details. All tickets must be paid for in advance. 
 
Homefield Commemorative Tea Towels 
The Homefield Association is pleased to announce we will be 
producing two Commemorative Tea towels (one each for 
EYU/Junior Dept and Senior Dept) using head portraits drawn 
by your sons. Not only is this a practical item, but a wonderful 
keepsake of you son’s time at Homefield. Why not buy family 
members one for Easter, or even frame one for your wall. 
Additionally, given it is a Royal Wedding year, a dated 
commemorative border will surround the boys’ artistic 
endeavours. Please see the attached order form for more details. 
The deadline for orders is Friday 5th March.  
 
Coffee Morning – Friday 25th March 8.45am 
Make a note in your diaries to have a coffee and chat with 
friends. A 2nd Hand Uniform sale will also be taking place, and 
we hope to have a few stalls in attendance, such as Osborne 
Books. 
Sioban Barringer 
Chairperson, Homefield Association 
sioban.barringer@zaggy.co.uk 
Independent Schools Guide – Young Photographer of the 
Year Competition 2011 
This competition gives independent schools around the UK the 
opportunity to showcase the creative talents of their pupils and 
students.   
Marking the publication of the new guide in September 2011, 
the winning entry will take pride of place on the cover.  Pupils 
are asked to submit photographs in one of the following 
categories: 

�  Architecture in Education 
�  Views through my school window 
�  Classroom reflections 

The competition runs until the end of April 2011.  Please refer 
to the attached information sheet which is also available from 
the school office. 
A Sony Alpha digital SLR camera will be awarded to the 
winner and a Sony Cyber-Shot digital camera to the runners up.   
 
The Early Years’ Unit 
This week in our Friday Forum these boys in Transition were 
awarded Student of the Week: 
 

�  Adam Dean for being a polite boy 
�  Joel Thomas- Bagley for his fantastic leadership skills 
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Nursery Star Awards were for: 
 

�  Prrashann Kirin  for joining in at Circle Times 
�  Abqar Khan  for being kind to others 
�  Brody Skinner for making us all smile with his 

cheerful disposition!  
 
We have decided to have a new award for Kindergarten boys 
and this week it is for Vansh Kumar for always being so polite 
and having a smile on his face at all times! 
Well done boys!  
Mrs B Whiteway  
Head of EYU    
 
The Nursery 
The topic for this term is Toys 
Some of the learning experiences planned include; 

·  Materials – discussing what toys are made from. 
·  Phonic ‘h’. 
·  Matching pictures to their related sounds. 
·  Sets – discussing more or less in relation to two groups 

of objects 
·  Making toast and tasting different toppings. 
·  Colours – the colours we see outside in the natural 

environment. 
 
Mrs Whiteway, Mrs Muller and Mrs Evans 
 
Transition 
In Literacy this week we will continue recapping on all our 
sounds learnt, continuing to blend sounds for reading and 
practising reading and writing our high frequency and tricky 
words.  The boys are gaining a lot of confidence in writing 
independently in their writing books. 
 
In Numeracy we will be revising all previously learnt maths 
concepts, including money, estimation, subtraction, addition 
and time.  
During the week will also be making Valentines cards for 
Valentines Day on Monday and reflecting on what the boys 
have enjoyed about our toy topic.  
Puffins parents please remember it is our class assembly on 
Friday at 8.45am, the boys are really looking forward to you 
coming! 
Miss Kingsford and Miss Waddy 
 
The Junior Department 
The First Year 
We would like to inform all parents that next week there is a 
third year fixture so the first year lesson that normally takes 
place on Tuesday will be on Thursday morning instead.   
Friday’s lesson will take place as normal. 
Thank you. 
Mrs Gunninghanm and Mrs Goodbody 
 
The Second Year 
We have all enjoyed a change in the weather and the boys are 
benefiting from this improvement and are now less muddy on 
their return from the rugby pitch! 
The spellings are ou - as in ouch – words. 

We have newly introduced, so please can you encourage with 
plenty of reinforcement. 
Miss Buchanan, Mrs Connaughton and Mrs Lyndham 
 
Homefield Heroes 
1H Luca Shaw for making an excellent effort with his reading.  
Well done Luca! 
1S Kishan Kirin   for being a polite and well behaved member 
of 1S.  Well done Kishan! 
2H Sahil Kohli for an excellent story about The Clown’s 
Accidents 
2P Joe Cronje and Shafi Hussain for correct and speedy 
knowledge of their times tables.  Well done. 
2S Jami Otehtubi for completing his work in the set time 
 
Other Certificates 
Luca Fooks – Karate kickerthon 2010  trophy.  3rd place 
Maxwell Smethurst – Swimming Certificate.  National Plan 
Award Stage 2. 
Kishan Kirin  – Mathematics achievement certificates. 
 
Music 
Epsom Strings Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 Boys attended the Epsom Prep School strings day on 
Tuesday 8th February.  There was a massed string orchestra of 
100 violinists and cellists from schools from as far afield as 

Wandsworth and 
Guildford.  The boys 
rehearsed hard all 
day and at 4pm gave 
a short concert for 
parents.  There were 
pieces in various 
styles that had been 
arranged with 
suitable parts for all 

standards:  Musette - J.S. Bach, March in D – Handel, Autumn 
– Vivaldi, English Country Garden – trad. and Oom-Pah-Pah 
from Lionel Bart’s Oliver.  Plenty of food and snacks were 
consumed by the boys and they all had a good time despite 
some achy bow arms! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr A Meyers 
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Learning Resources Centre 
Puffin Book Club books 
The books ordered have all been received, I hope your sons are 
enjoying them at home and in school. 
 
Reading in the LRC this week 
This picture shows Zain Baig 3P and Raul Malad 3P enjoying a 
book together in their LRC lesson. 
 

 
 
This photograph was taken when Anand Patel 5P and Sai Patel 
5P were reading story books to 2P. 
 

 
 
This picture shows William Macdougall 3P and Tyler Munks 
3S reading to Mrs Evans nursery class. 
 

 
 
Advance notice of the Book Fair and World Book Day 
The Book Fair will take place in the LRC after school during 
the week following half term.   

�  Monday 28th February from 3.15pm for EYU  
�  Tuesday 1st March from 3.15pm for Juniors 
�  Wednesday 2nd March from 4.00pm for Seniors 
�  Thursday 3rd March from 3.15pm for everyone 

 
Thursday 3rd March is World Book Day and lesson 1 will be 
ERIC – Everyone Reads In Class. 
 
Mrs K Merryman 

Club News! 
After half-term, a new Scrabble Club will get under way.  This 
will take place during Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes 
between 1.30 and 2.00 pm.  Boys from the L4th forms    
upwards are welcome to pit their wits! 
 
Sport 
Orienteering 
Sutton District Orienteering competition. 
Congratulations to the Homefield Upper 6th orienteering team 
who won outright the 2011 Sutton District secondary school 
Orienteering competition. The individual winners of the pairs 
event were Nathan Inkester and Nicholas Jelicic, with an 
excellent time of 10:23 for the two km course at Nonsuch Park. 
Well done to all the boys who took part. 
 
North  (6)                             2.0 km   10 C            
 
Nathan and Nicholas  Homefield          8         10:23 2  
Hugh and Thomas      Homefield          8         12:58 3  
Oliver and Ben        Homefield          8         13:14  
 
South  (6)                             2.0 km   10 C            
 
Dominic and Sam       Homefield          8        11:34  
Peter and Adam   Homefield          8        12:28  
Gregg and Marcus   Homefield          8        14:32  
 
Mr D Matthews 
 
U10 ‘A’ Team Rugby vs Willington 
On Tuesday 8th February, the U10 ‘A’ team took on Willington 
in a very close rugby match. The visitors took the lead but Luke 
Saitch was able to level the scores with a wonderful drive from 
Aston Barringer and Ben Andrews leading to the off load 
giving Luke the space to score in the corner. 
The game was all about defense for both teams and the pressure 
on both sets of backs was immense. This led to lots of errors for 
both teams but each team seemed to cancel each other out. 
Willington again took the lead and Homefield responded with a 
super pass from Luke Saitch to Joel Goodman who glided past 
the two props of Willington to equalize. Sadly, the visitors 
scored straight from the restart to win the game but there has 
been clear improvement in the U10 ‘A’ team this year and they 
will all be looking forward to playing on full size pitches next 
year. 
Well done boys. 
Team as follows: Ben Andrews, Max Bowen-West, Louis 
Vasili, Oscar Pitkethley, Luke Saitch, Harry Bulkeley, Huw 
Shopland, Aston Barringer, Joel Goodman, Sanjay Patel and 
Rohan Rahman. 
Mr D Matthews 
 
2nd XV Rugby Report v   Rokeby  
Homefield 21   Rokeby 17     
Try scorers; Thomas Green, Sean Watters (2)  
Jack Hopper 3 Conversions 
Well done to the 2nd XV for a hard fought win over Rokeby on 
Wednesday afternoon. Thomas Green opened the scoring for 
Homefield with Sean Watters adding a second try before half 
time with a strong run into the corner. Jack Hopper converted 
both the tries with excellent kicking. Rokeby did score two tries 
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themselves when Homefield allowed the boys the time and 
space to gather both speed and direction.  
In the second half, most of the game was played in the middle 
third of the pitch, with both teams finding it difficult to get 
good ball. From a Homefield scrum Harry Sprunt carried the 
ball forward before off-loading to Sean Watters to score his 
second try of the match. Jack Hopper’s trusted left foot 
converted. With the game coming to an end, Rokeby scored a 
final try and Homefield held out in defence for a good win. 
Man of the match:  Thomas Green who worked hard in the pack 
to get the ball and scored the opening try. 
Mr G Pearce     
 
U10 ‘A’ Team Rugby 
Homefield 20 – 0 Hawthorns 
Homefield started off with a very strong attack, pushing the 
opposition near their own try line. Homefield couldn’t find a 
way to get through Hawthorns defence until a breakthrough by 
Konrad Zielinski who scored the first try for us giving a boost 
to our confidence. For a while Homefield’s tackling and driving 
by Huw Shopland, Ben Andrews and Louis Vasilli was crucial. 
Luke Saitch after a brilliant run, gave us our second try.  The 
half time score was 10 – 0 to Homefield.  
The second half started slowly until Joel Goodman made a 
fantastic long run and passed the ball to Konrad Zielinski. 
Unfortunately he got tackled but I managed to grab the ball and 
scored our third try. With Homefield playing so well Mr 
Matthews allowed the opposition to put on two extra players. 
Homefield kept possession of the ball throughout this half and I 
finally found the space to sprint down the pitch to the touch line 
to increase our lead to  20 – 0. It was great win for Homefield!  
Reporter: Sanjay Patel  
 
Colts ‘B’ team  v    Hawthorns 
The Colts ‘B’ team lost their first game of the season against a 
useful Hawthorns side on Wednesday afternoon. However, at 
times Homefield played some good rugby but found it very 
difficult to penetrate a well organised Hawthorns defence 
during the game. George Mercieca worked hard in the forwards 
to get the ball. However, he lacked the close support needed to 
drive the team forward. Homefield 0  Hawthorns  35 
Team: G Mercieca, C Sturgess Taylor, S Gurney,  G Hopkins,  
J Lynch, M Zockoll,(capt) B Forsdick, A Sood, D Ansari, M 
Laws. 
Mr G Pearce   
             
Greenacre School Disco 
Greenacre School at Banstead are holding a disco on Friday 4th 
March from 7.00 – 9.00pm.  Tickets cost £4 each and the event 
is open to boys from the Upper 4th upwards.  Please complete 
the attached application form and return to the office. Tickets 
can also be purchased on the night provided that a parent signs 
a consent form and provides full contact details. 
 
Half Term Holiday Camp 
Sutton Tennis Academy are holding a February half-term multi-
sports camp from the 21st to the 25th February for children 
between the ages of 5 – 16 years of age.  Sports offered include 
tennis, golf, football, rounders, basketball, netball, cricket, tag 
rugby, hockey, table tennis and X-treme Junior Gym.  A half 
day costs £15 and runs from 9.00am – 12.30pm or 1.30pm – 

5.00pm.  A full day costs £25.00 and runs from 9.00am – 
5.00pm.   
To obtain further details or to book a place please contact 
Rachael Porsz on 020 8641 6611 or email 
Rachael.porsz@suttontennisacademy.com. 
 
                                   
 


